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Incident Types 

Are Changing

• Infrastructure being impacted 
by natural disasters

• Risks are more than spills

• Better understanding needed 
between companies and 
communities
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Nobody is immune

• Developing information 
sharing tools

• Focus on safe operations
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Photo taken from BCER’s Kelowna, BC 
office during 2016 flooding event



• 2,245 – Number of fires across 
British Columbia, about one third 
of the national total of 7,131.

• 17 Production areas impacted 

• 64 Energy Companies Contacted 
- 62 provincially, 2 federally 
regulated, with wildfires in 
proximity to their assets.

• 100 + - The number of over-
wintering “Zombie” fires.

Some context . . . 

869,270

1,215,685
1,355,271

2,840,545

2021 2017 2018 2023

Hectares Burned  



1. GIS Tools and Systems

2. Evacuation & Entry Protocols / Processes

3. Communications

4. Wildfire Resilience (Firesmart, Structural Protection, Planning)

A fifth topic, safety, also emerged from the discussions 
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Four topic areas were identified for discussion within the 
November 2023 roundtable event:



Industry and Agencies

•Working with local authorities

• Identifying supporting agencies

•Focus on safe operations
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Fire Smart
•Helping to update the 

guide

•Reference on smoke 
exposure

•Working towards a 
common pipeline 
crossing process
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Kamloops Air Tanker 
Base and Provincial Fire 

Coordination Centre



New Resources

• Updated all-hazards map
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Focus on field staff safetyFocus on field staff safety

•Evolving our tools

•Common map format

• Immediate focus on wildfire

•Able to integrate other hazards 
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Android or i-Phone options 
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Working 
near 
Pipelines

If crews working on firebreaks accidentally hit a pipeline, we 
can model the release, know where the risks are going to be. 
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Staying 
current 
with 
leading 
research 
projects
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Thank you!
https://bc-er.ca


