Pressurized waterline strikes worker

Safety alert

Enform

Enform is the health and safety
association for Canada’s upstream oil
and gas industry. We provide leading
health and safety training, programs
and services, touching the lives of
hundreds of thousands of workers
each year. We are dedicated to the
continuous improvement of safety with
a vision of eliminating work-related
incidents or injuries in the upstream oil

Description of incident:

resulting in the waterline hitting the worker in the leg.

ENFORM

Issue #: 11-2015

A waterline was being pressurized to sweep fresh water from the line so that it would not freeze over the
weekend or be released onto the matting and create a slip hazard. One worker was pressurizing the waterline
while another was at the tank waiting to disconnect the waterline from the tank. The worker at the tank asked if
he could make the waterline disconnection over the radio and was instructed by the other worker pressurizing
the waterline that he could proceed. The worker made the disconnection and the waterline was still pressurized

and gas industry.

An industry product

This document was developed by
industry for industry. Working
collaboratively, Enform works with
the submitting organization
representative in developing these
documents to improve the industry’s
hazard awareness. Canada’s leading
oil and gas industry trade associations
support the use of shared information
to help companies of all sizes
improve performance.

Disclaimer

This document is intended to be
flexible in application and provide
guidance to users rather than act as
a prescriptive solution. Recognizing
that one solution is not appropriate
for all users and situations, it presents
accepted guidance that generally
apply to all situations. While Enform
believes that the information
contained herein is reliable under the
conditions and subject to the
limitations set out, Enform does not
guarantee its accuracy. The use of
this document or any information
contained will be at the user’s sole
risk, regardless of any fault or
negligence of Enform and the
submitting organization.

Copyright/right to reproduce

Copyright for this document is held
by Enform, 2015. Al rights reserved.
Enform encourages the copying,
reproduction and distribution of this
document to promote health and
safety in the workplace, provided that
Enform is acknowledged. However,
no part of this publication may be
copied, reproduced or distributed for
profit or other commercial enterprise,
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Arrows show location where hose landed and location on tank where hose was attached.

nor may any part be incorporated into
any other publication, without written
permission of Enform.

What caused it?

The waterline was pressurized when it was disconnected.
For more information on this event,

please contact: safety@enform.ca
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Contributing factors included:

e Inadequate communication between the worker disconnecting the waterline and the worker who was pressurizing the line.
e  The worker did not check that the waterline was depressurized.

e  The workers felt rushed at the end of the work week.

¢  No written work procedures/checklists existed for the task.

¢  No whip checks were present on the pressurized hoses.

Corrective/preventative actions:

e Eliminate the need to pressurize hoses by draining the water from the hoses to the ground in a controlled manner. The ability to eliminate
the need to work with pressure offsets the increased potential for a slip hazard.

e  Develop written procedures for the task and conduct field level hazard assessments.
e Install whip checks on hoses that are pressurized.

e Allow adequate time for workers to secure site at end of work week.
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