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Uncontrolled  De scent by Worker on Utility Pole  

What Happened?  

Workers were tasked with installing snare wires (a 
short length of wire used to temporarily secure or 
"snare" a cable, conductor, or guy wire during 
installation, maintenance, or repair work). As the 
utility worker completed their task they 
proceeded to climb down the pole. 

As the utility worker stepped down, their right 
foot kicked out (gaffed out) and they slid down 
the pole approx. 50 feet to the ground. 

 

 

Why Did it Happen?  

Through the investigation the evidence revealed a 
deviation in the use of the climbing gear and that 
the worker naturally reacted in a way that 
prevented the climbing gear from choking the pole 
and stopping the fall. The pole choker was adjusted 
too large at the top of the pole. Climbing practices 
dictate to adjust your pole choker in intervals on the 
way down. 

According to the manufacture guidelines of the 
climbing gear/pole choker, they do not have a 
recommendation for service/retirement life from 
date of manufacture. This is supported by Part 9, 
Section 142 (1, 2) of the Alberta Occupational Health 
and Safety Code. The manufacture dictates that end 
users do a thorough pre-use inspection and to 
immediately remove from service if any deficiencies 
are identified. 

What Did They Learn?  

A comprehensive review of available utility pole 
climbing equipment will be conducted, with a focus 
on identifying alternative systems that are safer, 
less physically demanding, and easier to use. This 
includes evaluating modern pole climbing 
technologies and fall protection systems that offer 
improved ergonomics and enhanced user safety. 
Recommendations for new equipment or 
modifications to existing procedures that will 
reduce the risk of falls and ensure consistent, safe 
usage across all crews. Field trials and feedback 
from experienced climbers will be incorporated 
before final recommendations are implemented. 
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Ask Yourself and Your Crew:  

Share and Collaborate  

Energy Safety Canada (ESC) works collaboratively with industry to share information aimed at helping companies of all sizes improve safe work performance. 

Disclaimer  

Use of this document or any information contained herein is at the user’s sole risk. ESC makes no representations and assumes no liability. For further 
information on these restrictions, go to https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Legal 

Copyright/Right to Reproduce  

Copyright for this document is held by Energy Safety Canada, 2025. All rights reserved. Energy Safety Canada encourages the copying, reproduction and 
distribution of this document to promote health and safety in the workplace, if Energy Safety Canada is acknowledged. However, no part of this publication may 
be copied, reproduced or distributed for profit or other commercial enterprise, nor may any part be incorporated into any other publication, without written 
permission of Energy Safety Canada. 

 

Submit Your Safety Alert  

Help industry by sharing lessons learned from an incident. Submit your Safety Alert. 

Submit your Safety Alert 

. 
 

 

• How could a similar incident occur at your location? 
• Are your pre-use equipment inspections thorough and focused on the most critical components? 
• Where in your operations could a single component failure lead to a catastrophic event? 
• Are you or your crew ever in the line of fire during routine tasks? 
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https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Resources/Submit-Safety-Alert

