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The BC Wildfire Service
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The BC Wildfire Service is a branch of the Ministry of Forests

Mandate:

Deliver effective wildfire management and emergency response support on behalf of 
the Government of British Columbia

Protect lives and values at risk

Encourage sustainable, healthy
and resilient ecosystem
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The BC Wildfire Service is authorized 

to carry out fire control on any land in 

British Columbia if the fire endangers 

life or threatens forest or grass land.



Fire Season Summary & Outlook
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2021
Activity by 
Fire Centre

PGFC

NWFC

CoFC CaFC

KFC SEFC

Northwest Fire Centre (NWFC)

58 wildfires

28,645 hectares burned

Prince George Fire Centre (PGFC)

269 wildfires

128,292 hectares burned

Coastal Fire Centre (CoFC)

209 wildfires

7,097 hectares burned

Cariboo Fire Centre (CaFC)

264 wildfires

129,534 hectares burned

Kamloops Fire Centre (KFC)

452 wildfires

497,492 hectares burned

Southeast Fire Centre (SEFC)

359 wildfires

77,089 hectares burned
From April 1 to Sept. 30, 2021



What kind of 
fire season will 
it be this year?
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*From April 1 to September 30
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*From April 1 to September 30
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Wildfire Prevention
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Industrial Activities
Industrial activities include the following:

✓ Operating equipment or machinery in relation to:

❑ Debris piling

❑ Road construction, maintenance or deactivation

❑ Rock drilling

❑ Portable wood chipping

❑ Utility transmission operations

✓ High Risk Activities
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High Risk Activities
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Not a High Risk Activity
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Restrictions on High Risk Activities

✓ Must determine the Fire Danger Class for the work location

✓ May have to perform fire watch

✓ May be restricted to early shift

✓ May be required to shut down



Presentation Title 16

Restrictions on High Risk Activities
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Exemptions

➢ Provides a legal variance to restrictions 

on some high risk activities

➢ Alternative requirements



Wildfire Preparedness and 
Mitigation
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FireSmart on owned or leased sites

FireSmart on adjacent Crown land

➢ Requires Ministry approval

Considerations:

➢ Building construction

➢ Combustible/flammable materials

➢ Proximity to forest edge

➢ Fire protection equipment (sprinklers)
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Is this site FireSmart?
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Wildfire Training and Equipment

➢ S100 Basic Fire Suppression

➢ ICS 100 (Incident Command System)

➢ SP 115 Structure Protection (Sprinklers)

➢ Portable pumps, hose, hand tools, portable water tanks, water tenders/trailers, 

heavy equipment, sprinklers



Wildfire Response
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Provincial Operations

6 Fire Centres

• Prince George

• Cariboo (Williams Lake)

• Northwest (Smithers)

• Kamloops

• Southeast (Castlegar)

• Coastal (Parksville)

1 Provincial Coordination Centre - Kamloops

1 Headquarters - Victoria
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• 140 Initial Attack Crews (Including parattack and 

rapattack)

• 30 Unit Crews

• 8 Air Tanker Groups

• 8 Medium Helitankers

• 6 Incident Management Teams

• Structure Protection Specialists and Crews

• Fire Camps

• Agreements with Provinces to supply additional 

resources

Provincial Crew, Personnel and Specialty 

Resources
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• Helicopter companies

• Forest Industry staff and contractors

• Heavy equipment (dozers, excavators, tenders, etc)

• Type 2 and 3 contract fire crews

• Fire Departments

Additional Local Resources
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Group Location Aircraft
Contract 

Start

1 Ft St John Q400 x 1 May 01

2 Williams Lake L188 x 1 April 22

3 Castlegar L188 x 1 May 22

4 Prince George L188 x 2 May 04

5 Kamloops RJ85 x 2 May 09

6 Penticton CV-580 x 3 May 07

7 Prince George AT-802FB x 4 May 31

8 Kamloops AT-802FB x 6 May 13

Provincial Air 

Tanker Centre

(PATC)
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Emergency Program Act

• BC Wildfire recommends alert, order or all clear to local authority or First Nations

• Local authority or First Nations issues the alert, order or all clear

Wildfire Act

• BC Wildfire may issue an order to leave when time is of the essence

• BC Wildfire may order an Area Restriction to keep the public out of fire areas

Evacuation Alerts and Orders



Industry Responsibilities
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Industry Response to Wildfires

✓ Report all wildfires

✓ Suppress wildfires caused by the worksite

✓ Suppress wildfires within 1 km of your industrial activity
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Section 6(3) Wildfire Act – Industrial Activities



Wildfire Recovery
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Fireline Rehabilitation

✓ Erosion control

✓ Site stabilization

✓ Water course repairs

✓ Slash disposal



Safety Near Oil and Gas
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Airspace is Restricted Near Wildfires

• 5 nautical miles = 9 ¼ km

Restricted Airspace



Presentation Title 35



Presentation Title 36

Permission to Enter Restricted Airspace
(Prince George Fire Centre)

Contact:

1. Incident Commander (If known)

2. Local Wildfire Zone Office

3. Air Branch Coordinator (PG) 778-693-2890

4. Wildfire Reporting Centre 1-800-663-5555

Default Air to Air is VHF-AM

126.7
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Heavy Equipment on the 

Fireline

➢ Fireline construction

➢ Sump construction

➢ Water delivery

➢ Fireline Rehabilitation
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BCWS Heavy Equipment Safety 

Measures

➢ Pipeline maps

➢ Signage

➢ Company contact
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BCWS Firefighter Safety Near H2S

✓ Awareness training

✓ H2S detectors

✓ Alternate strategies and tactics



Wildfire 
Information 
Resources
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• Direct contact with the Incident Commander

• EMBC coordination calls

• BC Wildfire website

• Non-BCWS online resources

Communications Procedures and Resources for 
Fires Oil and Gas



BCWS Public Website: bcwildfire.ca 
Easy-to-access information, including:

• Interactive wildfire map

• Wildfires of Note

• Current wildfire activity

• Information bulletins

• Fire bans and restrictions

• Career opportunities

• And more …
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Other BCWS Information Sources

Official BCWS mobile app

• Available in the App store

GeoBC

• Wildfire perimeter uploads

Social Media

• Facebook (BC Forest Fire Info)

• Twitter (@BCGovFireInfo)

Wildfire Information Hotline: 1-888-336-7378

(1-888-3FOREST)
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Prince George Fire Centre

Contact Information

Front Desk: 250-561-4628

Communications: 250-561-4629

BCWS.PGFCInformationOfficer@gov.bc.ca

Andrea Rainey, Wildfire Prevention Officer

Desk: 778-693-3184

Email: andrea.rainey@gov.bc.ca

Doug Smith, Senior Wildfire Officer

Desk: 778-693-2879

Email: doug.j.smith@gov.bc.ca

Emergency Aviation Contact

Desk: 778-693-2890

Email: bcws.pgfcaviation@gov.bc.ca

Wildfire Reporting Centre: 1-800-663-5555 

(*5555 on mobile)

mailto:BCWS.PGFCInformationOfficer@gov.bc.ca
mailto:andrea.rainey@gov.bc.ca
mailto:doug.j.smith@gov.bc.ca
mailto:bcws.pgfcaviation@gov.bc.ca


THANK YOU.

Questions?
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2021 Prince George Fire Centre
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G80997 Alaska Highway
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G91020 Minaker
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G81007 Beaton River
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G71138 Tentfire Creek
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G41269 Cutoff Creek
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G72591 Pine River



THANK YOU.

Questions?
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